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TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY 

WATERWAYS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

March 3, 2020 

6:30 PM PUBLIC MEETING 

 

The March 3, 2020 meeting of the Berkeley Township Waterways Advisory Commission took 

place at 6:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building located at 627 Pinewald Keswick Road, Bayville, NJ. 

The meeting opened with the salute to the flag. Gail Hickey, Recording Secretary, recorded the 

meeting. Roll call was taken by Mrs. Hickey. 

 

A.  SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

 

B.  ROLL CALL:  Present: Chairman McGrath, Commissioner Collis, Commissioner Bekiarian, 

Commissioner Nunn; Commissioner Borio, Commissioner Bellanato, Commissioner Bollettiere, 

and Commissioner Blavatt. Also present were Council Liaison James Byrnes, Township 

Engineers, Pam Hilla, P.E., C.F.M., C.M.E., and Jamison Zimmerman, C.F.M.  Absent: 

Commissioner Esposito, and Commissioner Gashlin. 

 

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Commissioner Bollettieri made motion to accept minutes with one 

correction, seconded by Commissioner Bellinato. Motion carried. 

 

1.  Inventory of flood prone areas and long term strategies for rising sea-levels (Commissioner 

Nunn). 

 

Commissioner Bekiarian took a video of a flooded neighborhood that included Longport and 

Narragansette Avenues. The water was estimated to be from 1 to 1-1/2 feet deep. He 

suggested that this be included in the inventory. Commissioner Nunn said he will do a 

Preliminary Report, with the goal of having a Final Inventory in June. He would like to go out 

and take elevations of areas of concern. 

 

 

2.  Amending RFP for bathymetric surveys for future dredging (Chairman McGrath) 

 

Ms. Pam Hilla submitted the letter dated March 3, 2020 RE: Request of Quotes for Dredge 

Management. This summarized the actions that were taken as a result of the September 24, 

2019 meeting between the NJDOT, Berkeley Township, and the Waterways Commission. Ms. 

Hilla distributed the letter and submitted it to the Commission along with the Minutes from 

that meeting, The Water Quality Review, and Sediment Determination Dredge Hole 40, 
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Waterways Commission Priority List and Phasing Maps, and the Quote Tabulation were 

attached. (Copy on file). 

 

Chairman McGrath reviewed the four phases of the Berkeley Township Waterways Priority list, 

as per the Phasing Maps. It was agreed that Phases Number I and II would remain the same. 

Phase III would be extended to include the shallow lagoon heading into Whitey’s Marina 

(Whitey’s Channel), but not including the marina itself. 

 

There was a discussion and agreement to eliminate the Bowsprit and Amherst lagoons, along 

with the western half of Potters Creek. Sloop Creek should be included by the thread of the 

stream, but not the private slips. The Bowsprit lagoon is fine, but the mouth of lagoon needs to 

be included through to the inter-coastal channel.  Clamming Creek is being done. Moorage 

Avenue will also be included. It was also agreed that the first four proposed phases should 

move forward, while Phase V should be held off.  

 

Ms. Hilla explained that the DOT is out assessing their waterways. At which point they would do 

survey and design. The DOT would pay Berkeley Township to have the dredging done. The short 

term goal is to get Clamming Creek dredged. Testing is being done to put materials at North Bay 

instead of transporting to Lavallette.  

 

Commissioner Borio said that Glen Cove can be held off, and he suggested Phase III be moved 

up to be Phase II. The Commissioners agreed with this suggestion. Ms. Hilla said the surveying 

could be done under the bid threshold.  

 

 

3.  Bulkhead ordinance pros & cons discussion to require permits for repairs (All). 

 

There was a lengthy discussion on the history of the current Bulkhead Ordinance. Also, what is 

considered a repair and what requires a permit. Ms. Zimmerman recommended the Ordinance 

be amended to define what constitutes replacement rather than repair. Chairman McGrath 

suggested the Commissioners come to a consensus themselves, since he profits off permits and 

did not want any appearance of a conflict of interest.  

 

Other discussion included if Code Enforcement Officer Ken Anderson should be doing the 

inspections, since he is Code Enforcement and not Construction. Councilman Byrnes questioned 

if the bulkhead comes under the UCC, the appeal process would go to the Ocean County Board 

of Appeals.  
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Ms. Zimmerman stated it is better to keep this under Berkeley Township’s jurisdiction. Ms. Hilla 

pointed out that if a bulkhead is not repairable; someone has to be designated to make that 

decision. 

 

Mr. McGrath suggested that Ms. Zimmerman write up a definition for repair. At which point, 

Ms. Zimmerman distributed a copy of the Bulkhead Ordinance with suggested revisions in red, 

along with an “Approximate Permit Cost,” schedule. Mr. Bekarian brought up concerns about 

the fees. He said it would cost more for the fees than the labor and materials itself.  Ms. 

Zimmerman stated that they needed was a plan for approval for repair. The members showed 

concern on that cost. 

 

Commissioner Nunn noted that Code Enforcement gets called out for safety issues, as well. He 

thanked the Engineer for the workup of the proposed changes. He suggested it be discussed at 

the next meeting. 

 

 

4. Status of ongoing waterfront projects by Township Engineer (Jamison Zimmerman, P.E., 

C.F.M.) 

 

 

  
1. PROJECTS IN THE DESIGN PHASE:  

 

A. Clamming Creek Dredging Project (Our File: 1506-U-115)  
 
Short Term Goal Clamming Creek Dredged – Met with NJDOT and the County on 7/1/19 to 
discuss dredging of NJDOT’s waterway Clamming Creek. NJDOT had no objections to the 
Township proceeding with the dredging plan. RVE has completed the survey and construction 
plans. A sampling plan has been submitted to NJDEP to review and approval. Once the plan is 
approved RVE will request quotes to have the sampling done. Once the sampling is complete, 
RVE will send the results along with a formal request to Ocean County for placement of dredge 
material on their property.  
 
A quote was received from Rioux Engineering in the amount of $6,800 and was lower than 
other quotes received. RVE has prepared and sent a Subconsultant Contract to Rioux 
Engineering for signature to complete the work.  
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B. Long Term Goal Utilize Allen Road Lagoon for Dredge Material Placement (Our File: 1506-T-
086)  
 
 A meeting was held with NJDOT 7/1/19 to discuss reuse of dredge material for habitat 
restoration at the Allen Road Lagoon. To date, survey of the lagoon has been completed by RVE 
and it is approximated 40,000 CY of storage area. Stockton University Coastal Research Center 
(CRC) conducted a Water Quality Review and Sediment Determination Study which indicated 
the site could be seen as a candidate for habitat restoration. NJDOT is going to be surveying 
their waterways to assess the need to dredge. RVE is requesting quotes to have Berkeley 
Township lagoons surveyed to assess the local need. Based on the meeting with NJDOT, it is 
more critical that the NJDOT waterways be dredged however Berkeley Township has been 
asked to prepare a dredge plan to assess their local needs for dredging. RVE’s next priority is to 
establish local need by performing soundings at specific locations, NJDOT to provide 
parameters of work.  
 
Quotes have been received to perform Condition Map Surveys of Berkeley Waterways. Phasing 
of the project will be discussed with the Waterways Commission at the meeting. RVE has 
prepared a letter summarizing the quotes for review and comment from the Waterways 
commission. The goal is to prioritize local dredge areas in an effort the enter into a local aid 
agreement with the NJDOT. 
 
C. 23rd Avenue Outfall Decking Project (Our File: 1506-U-135)  
 
A site meeting was held with the Beautification Committee of South Seaside Park to review the 
project limits and the installation of decking over the existing pipe outfall. The committee 
responded positively to the proposed plan, and survey has been completed and the design 
plans are being finalized for submission to NJDEP for permits.  
Original submission to NJDEP, US Army Corps and Ocean County Soils was made on 1/9/2020. 
NJDEP required notice to 200’ property owners. Residents in the vicinity of the project have 
called our office and are objecting to the decking project.  
Resubmission to NJDEP was sent on 2/19/2020 to answer NJDEP review comments. 
  
D. Berkeley Shores Culvert Reconstruction Project (Our File: 1506-U-138)  
 
RVE investigated what permits would be required to replace the culvert. An application for 
Flood Hazard Area General Permit No. 9 and a Wetlands General Permit 10A will be required. 
RVE will be preparing plans to NJDEP for the required permits. Public Works indicated they 
would replace the pipe.  
Plans are complete. Permit Application to NJDEP was submitted March 2, 2020.  
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E. Sloop Creek Road Reconstruction, Bay Boulevard Reconstruction, and 24th Avenue Drainage 
Project (Our File: 1506-U-140)  
 
RVE will be redesigning Sloop Creek from East Bayview Avenue to the eastern terminus of Sloop 
Creek Road and Bay Boulevard from South Bayview Avenue to the eastern terminus of Bay 
Boulevard for full depth reconstruction. Also included in this job, RVE is redesigning the 
drainage on 24th Avenue from Bayview Avenue to the outfall on South Bayview Avenue. RVE 
will be preparing plans and specs to go out to bid.  
 
Plans and specs complete. Notice to Bidders was published, bid opening is scheduled for 
3/17/2020. If bids are favorable, RVE will recommend award of project the March Council 
Meeting.  
 
 
F. Morris Boulevard, North Bay Drive, Dudley Park Basketball Court Improvements  
 
RVE will be redesigning the drainage system on Morris Boulevard from Route 9 to Harley 
Boulevard, including a mill and overlay or full depth reconstruction of the existing roadway. 
Also included in this job, RVE is designing a mill and overlay on North Bay Drive from Butler 
Boulevard to Longview Drive. RVE will be preparing plans and specs to go out to bid.  
Survey Request has been sent out. Waiting on survey to begin design. Fall Construction.  
 
 

2. PROJECTS IN CONSTRUCTION PHASE: 

 
A. Teakwood Drive Bulkhead (1506-U-092 Various Drainage)  
 
Our office is waiting on a schedule from Earle for the completion of these improvements. A site 
inspection was performed by Contractor, to stabilize the area it is required that 2 new tie rods 
be installed tying into the existing bulkhead. Waiting on a schedule from Byrd Construction.  
Waiting for construction schedule from Byrd Construction.  
 
B. North Bay, Maple Drive and Longview Roadway Reconstruction (Our File: 1506-U-120)  
 
The project was awarded at the May 20th Council Meeting to CJ Hesse; road has been built; 
drainage is complete. Contractor anticipates paving by the end of this week.  
RVE is investigating an issue with an outfall at 209 Longview; homeowner believes the pipe is 
collapsed. RVE inspected the outfall after a heavy rain event and the outfall is currently 
operating. RVE is investigating further and has attempted to receive an easement from 209 
Longview for the pipe.  
 
Complete/punch list items. RVE will be holding all payments owed to C.J. Hesse until all 
punchlist items are satisfied.  
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C. Various Drainage Our File: 1506-U-132  
 
Project shall be rebid to remove the bulkheading from the project scope. Drainage and grading 
improvements are being proposed at Huntley Avenue and Normandy Avenue, Harbor Inn Road, 
Bay Boulevard and South Bayview Avenue, 22nd Avenue, Ocean Avenue and Sunset Drive 
South. Work is substantially complete with some remaining concrete and punchlist work.  
Construction complete/punch list items, spring restoration.  
 
D. Bulkhead Projects (Our File: 1506-U-133)  
 
Due to high pricing received from bidding, Maple Drive Bulkhead and Main Street Bulkhead 
replacement will be pulled from the various drainage project and bid as its own project. RVE is 
hoping to get more competitive pricing for the bulkhead improvements. Project was bid in 
August and was awarded to TR Weniger Inc. at the August 26th Council Meeting. 
Preconstruction meeting was held Friday 10/4.  
 
Scheduled for March 2020.  
 
3. GRANT APPLICATIONS:  
 
A. Main Street Park and Boat Ramp  
 
RVE is preparing a conceptual plan for a boat ramp at Main Street which would include new 
bulkhead stabilized boat ramp, parking, trailer parking and playground area. RVE is reviewing  
different funding sources and there is a potential funding source through Green Acres. Berkeley 
Township will be received a grant packet from Green Acres Grants & Loans – NJDEP in either 
November or December outlining the application process. The funding is intended to promote 
and preserve outdoor recreation facilities and projects. Bruno Associates prepared a Green 
Acres Grant for the construction of a boat ramp, parking lot and playground area at Main 
Street. Application was submitted to Green Acres in March; the application was deemed 
complete by Green Acres and is under review by NJDEP. RVE received comments back from 
USACE and NJDEP. SAV survey is required; RVE is requesting quotes.  
 
SAV survey requested, survey to be performed in spring of 2020 per NJDEP requirements.  
 
B. Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant – 2018  
 
Two (2) of the thirteen (13) properties were selected by FEMA to advance in the grant process.  
2 HOMES TO BE ELEVATED.  
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FEMA HAS APPROVED. NOTICE IS ON WEB PAGE AND CLERKS OFFICE FOR 15 DAYS. FEMA WILL 
THEN DRAW UP CONTRACTORS FOR HOMEOWNERS. (23 DORRANCE DRIVE AND 218 BUTLER 
BOULEVARD).  
FEMA approved 2 homes to be lifted. Waiting for contracts.  
 
C. Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant - 2019  
 
2019 Fiscal Year FMA program Schedule is the following:  
12 HOMES TO BE ELEVATED.  
Submission 11/29/19  
NJOEM review 12/19-1/19  
FEMA review 18 months.  
NJOEM approved 1/2020. FEMA approval 1/2021.  
 
 
4. ADDITIONAL ITEMS:  
 
A. Elevation of Roadways  
 
The Waterways Commission discussed prioritization of the elevation of low-lying roadways that 
frequently flood. Discussions were made about preparing a Planning Report to identify and 
prioritize the critical low-lying roadways within the Township. Survey work is being performed 
by RVE review the ability to perform crown and driveway elevations under various areas. Low 
lying areas in Evergreen, Main and Balsam are being investigated under various drainage capital 
funding. Temporary Construction easements are required for all improvements that encroach 
onto private properties.  
 
Ongoing.  
 
B. Municipal Public Access Plan  
 
Final review and approval are being done by NJDEP; once approved the plan will need to be 
incorporated into the Township’s Master Plan. 
 
Pending NJDEP approval. According to NJDEP on 2/27/20, comments are being put together 
and will constitute NJDEP’s final comments on the MPAP.  
 
C. FEMA Restudy  
 
2018 Restudy of the maps  
2022 Draft Maps will be available  
2023 New Preliminary Maps will be available  
2024 Adoption of new Maps  
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FEMA is still on track with this schedule.  
 
 
D. 2019 CRS Cycling  
 
Council approved the Ocean County Hazard Mitigation Plan on Monday 11/18/19.  
 
FEMA has approved a CRS Level 5 (25% discount for residents). Will go into effect May 2020.  
 
E. Bowsprit Bulkhead  
 
Lauren Staiger to contact owner for easement.  
 
F. Avalon Avenue and Narragansett  
 
Added to the recommended drainage list for 2020.  
 
Road was flooding, public works made a trench through dunes to relieve rainwater in street. 
Tidal waters then flooded street, so PW went and damned up the trench. Ongoing issue. 
Drainage structures to be placed on Narragansett and Avalon with outlet pipe and install a tide 
flex valve.  
 
G. Avalon Avenue (next to 40 Avalon Avenue)  
 
Resident from 40 Avalon took down trees on Township property north of 40 Avalon. They have 

been given a Violation to make repairs. Either to replace the trees back or to install rip rap. 

They have submitted a plan for rip rap and erosion control, but they need to get a NJDEP 

Permit. 

 

 

E. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1. Clean Ocean Action Beach Sweeps April 25th 9 AM to 12:30 PM (Site Captain/Commissioner 

Collis). 

 

Commissioner Collis will contact Allison regarding this year’s clean up. 

 

Mr. Bekarian suggested doing a few of the Berkeley Township beaches in Bayville. Ms. Collis 

agreed this would be a good idea. It was decided Allen and Amherst Road Beaches, along with 

the Butler Boulevard Beach would be this year’s spring Clean Ocean Action Beach project. This 
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would start at the Amherst Beach. It was also agreed that Dudley Park be done in the Fall. All 

were in favor. 

 

2. Additional Lagoon water circulation pipes found in Berkeley Shores (Chairman McGrath) 

 

Mr. McGrath reported that he sighted a pipe between Topsail and Windjammer at the end of 

the lagoon. It goes through to Veeder Lane. He saw it at low tide and said that it is a 12” ID 

concrete pipe. The pipe is functioning and has excellent water flow. He suggested increasing 

the size of this pipe, as it will increase the water quality in the area.  

 

He also found a pipe at the Moorage Avenue lagoon. 15”-20” pipe on the north side of Veeder 

Lane. This goes to the head of the stream on the north side of Veeder Lane.  He said both of 

these would be very good opportunities to clean up the algae and keep the water fresh. 

 

Additional New Business: 

 

Councilman Bacchione was not re-appointed to the Ocean County Land Trust Fund board. 

It was discussed how helpful he was in looking out for Berkeley Township’s interests. Mr. 

McGrath said that the Council had passed a resolution to support his appointment. It was 

agreed that  Mr. McGrath would draw up a resolution for the next meeting. 

 

F. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 

With no one coming forward to speak, Mr. Nunn made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. 

Bellanato seconded the motion. Ayes carried. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Gail Hickey 

 

NEXT MEETING: April 7, 2020 

 

 
 


